
 
 
 

RABBITS CAPTAIN 
WELCOME 

 
 
 

It is with great pleasure that I address the 2021 AGM of NGC Rabbits section and I would like to welcome all 
members new & old.  
 
I find myself in a position of both reviewing my year as Captain for 2020 and previewing my year as Captain 
for 2021. I took over from the highly successful tenure of John Sherwin and I knew following his act was not 
going to be easy. Little did I know what an understatement that was to prove. 2020 in golfing terms was to 
prove something of a damp squib. 
  
Whilst we were able to play golf during the 2020 season, competitive golf was extremely difficult, given the 
Covid-19 restrictions. Indeed, as I say on my website welcome, “I think it is fair to say that in golfing terms 
2020 was one to forget and without pondering too much on the subject, the covid pandemic challenged many 
of us in ways that made golf and its playing of secondary importance”. 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank the directors for their work during this pandemic, keeping all 
members informed and ensuring that our great golf club can survive this unprecedented crisis and to our 
green keepers who the same as many of us, have had a very tiring and difficult 12 months. 

I would also like to pass on our condolences and sympathy to the family and friends of one of our section 
colleagues Jim Wilson who sadly passed away recently.  

However, the 2021 season is almost upon us and as covid restrictions are being slowly lifted now is the time to 
look forward to normality and once again enjoying a round of golf with our friends and our opponents. 
 
I am delighted to announce that Steve Moorhouse has once again agreed to be my Vice- Captain, so at least 
one of the “team leaders” can actually play golf. Steve will provide the sort of advice I get continually from my 
wife when it comes to golf, namely “if that’s the best you can do, I’d pack in” but unlike my wife, if I ignore 
him hopefully the consequences should not be too dire or expensive. 
 
This year’s subs will remain at £5.00 and this can be paid by transfer into the Rabbits Account (Acc No 
41183826, 40-16-27, please put your name & “subs” as the reference). This gives you entry into the Rabbits 
Singles & Pairs Competitions (details to be sent out next week) and also makes you eligible for all section 
matches. 
 
Whilst it is disappointing that our Heavy Woollen League Matches will not be “official” this year, we hope to 
play all these matches as normal on a home and away basis. Throughout the season we have matches against 
clubs such as Bedale, Wike Ridge, Pontefract, Darrington, Scarthingwell, Woodthorpe and Howley Hall.  
  
 



 
 
The season will kick off with our annual grudge, friendly match against Normanton G C, Pussy Cat, “Tigers” 
section and I have been told by the committee to stress this is the only match where losing is not an option.   
 
I would like to see as many Rabbit section members as possible take part in these competitive games. To take 
part you simply need to put your name on the availability sheets that will be put on the Rabbits notice board. 
Our first games of the season will be held on 14th April v Tigers at Home (1st Tee 3.24pm), The LIV Cavum 
Trophy on the 22nd April at home (1st Tee 2pm) and The Clay/Tay/Ray Trophy on the 13th May away at Howley 
(1st tee 3.30pm) due to current COVID restrictions restricting access to the clubhouse availability for these 
games will be requested by email. 
 
Steve and I will look to pick teams and let every team member know of their selection at least 10 days before 
games. If you are selected and unable to play, do not worry just let us know as soon as possible. 
 
Our Rabbits & Tigers Open Day will be held on Saturday 26th June and we encourage everyone to take part, 
ideally bringing a guest or two or three. 
 
I am extremely hopeful that my Rabbits Captains away day on the weekend Sunday 11th and Monday 12th July, 
will go ahead as planned. I am in constant dialogue with the Hotel and Resort and they are committed to 
getting back to normal as soon as it’s safe to do so. This event is at the MacDonald Portal Hotel Golf & Spa in 
Tarporley, Cheshire and includes 2 rounds of golf (Premier course and Championship Course), evening meal, 
and breakfast all for £130, this includes £10 bar voucher and 20% off all drinks during stay. This is open to all 
Normanton Golf Club members and guests. 

There are a few places left and if you would like to discuss one of those places email me at 
e.pickup@btinternet.com or call me on 07963786551. 
 
I will finish by saying this year, probably more than most years, it is important to remember we are Rabbits 
and whilst we all yearn to hit the ball as far as Bryson Dechambeau, putt like Jordan Spieth and chip & pitch 
like the great late Seve Ballesteros, the most important thing is to enjoy your golf and the company we keep 
and play with a smile on our faces. (Whilst watching our ball sail serenely out of bounds)    
  
Best Wishes 
 
Emlyn Pickup 
 
5th April 2021 
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